Mandarin Chinese Sentence Patterns HSK Level 1. 


Lesson 1 
Structure 

Subj. + Verb 

You can form very simple sentences with just two words. 


Examples 



Subject 

Verb 

Translation 

f'FflJN linen 

n£ 0 chi. 

You eat. 

ffeTa 

/r/r- • v 

xiao. 

He laughs. 

$cWo 

ilfo du. 

I read. 

jftNi 

So qu. 

You go. 

'f'F'flJNimen 

# 0 kan. 

You look. 

jftNi 

So lai. 

You come here! 

$cWo 

iVo shuo. 

I speak. 

f^-?-Haizi 

^o ku. 

Children cry. 

iff Shei 

H ^ ? yao xue? 

Who wants to study? 

iiShei 

Ijl ? xiang wan? Who wants to play? 


Lesson 2 

Subject-verb-object 

A basic sentence usually has an object, and is formed with this structure: 

Structure 

Subj. + Verb + Obj. 

This is the same as in English, and is commonly referred to as SVO word order. You can express 
a huge variety of things with this simple structure. 

Examples 


Subject 


Verb 


Object 


Translation 



ffeflJTamen 

D£chl 

I^L rou. 

They eat meat. 

■f/FNi 

Blohe 

^ BB, ? cha ma? 

Do you drink tea? 

$cWo 

Squ 

xuexiao. 

I go to school. 

j-feTa 

i&shuo 

'FXo Zhongwen. 

He speaks Chinese. 

■f/FNi 

H)0\ixihuan 

££-?- B3f? haizi ma? 

Do you like kids? 

fkfl'j Women 

H 5?yao mai 

NlL® 0 diannao. 

We want to buy a computer. 

'f/Ffl'JNimcn 

if! D^xiang chi 

4 1 HI m B^ ? Zhongguo cai ma? Do you want to eat Chinese food? 

$cWo 

S! ai 

•f/F Sio ni he baba. 

I love you and dad. 

ftMllTamen 

H flftyao zuo 

W'i* ? shenme? 

What do they want to do? 

■f/FNi 

if! Sxiang qu 

fl"^ ? shenme difang? 

What place do you want to go? 



Lesson 3 


*Ul with Verb Phrases 

Structure 

Since it is an adverb , ib (ye) is inserted after the subject, before the verb or verb phrase . 

Subj. + ib + Verb / [Verb Phrase] 

Examples 

• Wo ye xihuan. I also like it. 

• He lb te o Wo ye shi xuesheng. I am a student too. 

• JL-po Taye you yT ge erzi. She also has a son. 

• MJ lb M /SO A Tamenye shi Faguo ren ma? Are they also French? 

• He ^ ^o Wo ye xiang xue Zhongwen. I also want to study Chinese. 

• M] tb^. ? Tamen ye hui qu ma? Are they also going? 

• He WA ib M-bK 7Ki'Zo Wo mamaye xihuan chi shuijiao. My mother likes to eat 
boiled dumplings too. 

• ib nj Hi Hlo ;j§ BS| ? Xiaohaiye keyi he jiu ma? Can kids drink alcohol too? 

• ib He ^ ? Ni ye xiang lai wo jia ma? Do you want to come to my house 

too? 

• ib jtt# ib 't' ^i| J T@ 0 Taye juede zhe ge laoshl bu hao. She also thinks this 
teacher isn't good. 

Let's take one more look at two different English sentences which mean the same thing, but can 
result in bad Chinese if you translate word-for-word. 

• He U>0C o Wo ye xihuan. I also like it. 

• He H>& -tilo Wo xihuan ye. I like it too. 

Note that the translation for the first sentence is "I also like it." The translation of the second 
sentence is "I like it too," which is equally correct in English, but translated word-for-word into 
Chinese, the ib (ye) comes at the end of the sentence, which is 100% wrong in Chinese. 


A Note on the Negative Form 





Please note that in English, we replace the word "too" with "either" in negative sentences. For 
example: 

• A:I like cats. 

• B:I like cats too. 

• A: I don't like cats. 

• B: I don't like cats either. 

In Chinese, regardless of whether the sentence is positive ("I like them too") or negative ("I 
don't like them either"), fh (ye) is used the same way. Just make sure you put the 1+1 (ye) before 
the ^ (bu) or other negative part that comes before the verb. 

• S Wo ye bu xihuan. I don't like it either. 

• £Qiio Wo ye bu zhldao. I don't know either. 

• 1t!l ih •£[ o Taye mei you. He doesn’t have it either. 

• ^ S W. ? Ni ye bu xiang lai wo j ia ma? You don't want to come to my 
house either? 

Lesson 4 

•Hi with Adjectives 

Structure 

■& (ye) can also be used with adjectives. Remember that for simple "noun + adjective" sentences 
you normally need to include an adverb like tS (hen) before the adjective. In that case, just put 
the th (ye) before the adverb. 

Subj. + fh (+ Adv.) + Adj. 

Examples 

• 2^ tS iSio Niye hen gao. You are also tall. 

• It!l ^ tS fT#o Taye hen pang. He is also fat. 

• ® it it ^ Wo Wo baba ye hen shuai. My dad is also handsome. 

Hunan caiye hen la. Hunan food is very spicy too. 

• ;H Zhe zhong jiuye hen haohe. This kind of alcohol is also good. 

• S 't* ±t!j jb Zhege difang ye hen piaoliang. This place is also pretty. 

• ® m , ih til Zuotian hen leng, jlntian ye hen leng. Yesterday was 

cold, and today is also cold. 



. 7 ? & ! Ta shengqi le? Wo ye hen shengqi! He got angry? I'm 

also angry! 

• S t l <n l M Sfio Zhe ge wcnti ye hen mafan. This problem is also very 
troublesome. 

• He MM H 7 SJT & tfl Pf o Wo juede zhe ge canting ye hen hao. I think that this 
restaurant is also good. 

Expressing "me too" with til 

It can be tricky to know how to say "me too" when you first study ddl (ye), as you can't say "wo 
ye" all by itself. That's not a complete sentence; you can’t just leave "ttl (ye) hanging there with 
nothing after it. 

The all-purpose correct sentence is "wo ye shi," which literally means, "I am too," but can also 
stand in for "me too." 

Structure 

The correct structure uses the verb M (shi): 

• He M o The 7 E fills in for whatever was just said. Wo ye shi. I am too. / Me too. 

• He Hi o Always put something after -til! It never ends a sentence.Wo ye. 

Examples 

The "me too" structure works with other subjects, as well. But for these simple examples, we'll 
stick to the classic He (wo) subject. 

• A: He M USA o Wo shi Meiguo ren. I am an American. 

• B:He^^ 0 Wove shi. Me too. / I am too. 

For this next one, you'll notice that the "me too" reply repeats the original verb U)0C (xihuan) 
instead of using ji (shr). Both ways are possible. 

• A: He U A o Wo xihuan kanshu. I like to read. 

• B: He -til Wo ye xihuan.Me too. / So do I. 



Lesson 5 


Structure For Time Sentences 

In Chinese, time words can appear in one of two positions in the sentence: either at the beginning 
of the sentence (before the subject), or directly after the subject. The structures are: 

Time + Subj. + Verb + Obj. 

Subj. + Time + Verb + Obj. 

So if you start speaking with "time first" English word order, you can carry on and get away with 
it. If, however, you're saving the time word for the end of the sentence, you can be pretty sure 
that it doesn't sound at all natural to your Chinese audience. 

Examples 

. £ 7 mm o Zuotian wo qu le jiuba. Yesterday I went to the bar. 

. 8 7 ;SDE o Wo zuotian qu le jiuba. I went to the bar yesterday. 

• T 'f' MMJJ fill H 0 HI 0 Xia ge xingqi ta yao huiguo. Next week he is going back to his 
country. 

• IfeTffflElo Ta xia ge xingqi yao huiguo. He is going back to his country 
next week. 

• Ik H TF — 7 o Mmgnian wo yao kai yl ge gongsl. Next year I want to 
open a company. 

Wo nungnidn yao kai yi ge gongsi. I want to open a 

company next year. 

. pe? Xia ge yue women jiehun ba? Next month shall we get 

married? 

• T I' PE ? Women xia ge yue jiehun ba? Shall we get married next 

month? 



• M/t {/ft fb BS| ? Xicmzai ni neng lai wo bangongshi ma? Now you can 

come to my office? 

• {ft M/J: tt S ffe jf'ft'fL l,n j ? Ni xicmzai neng lai wo bangongshi ma? Can you come to 
my office now? 


Lesson 6 

Structure For Location Sectences 

To indicate the location that a verb takes place in, ft (zai), followed by a location, comes before 

the verb. 

Subj. + ft + Place + Verb + Obj. 

Notice that the location is placed before the verb in Chinese, whereas, in English, it appears 

afterwards. 

Examples 

. o Wo zai Shanghai shang daxue. I went to college in Shanghai. 

• {ft — llE ^ 1] BS, ? Ni ylzhi zai zhe jia gongs! gongzuo ma? Have you 

always been working in this company? 

ft Si^o Wo zhoumo xiang zai jia shuijiao. During the weekend, I want 
to sleep at home. 

• -T' H <ki5° need a "_h" with n; S" to indicate the location " on the bed." Bit 

yao zai chuang shang chi dongxl. Don't eat food on the bed. 

• W' S ^PjiUL TF ^ 0 M?‘j? Ni xiang zai nar kai shengri paidui? Where do you want 
to have the birthday party? 

• itil U)0C ft M0f M tt'ifio need a "M" with "ft" to indicate the location " in the 
bathroom." Ta xihuan zai cesuo li chou yan. He likes to smoke in the bathroom. 

• # A ft ± -P-tiJko need a "_h" with "ft " to indicate the location " in the 
subway." Hen duo ren zai ditie shang chi zaofan. Many people eat breakfast on the 
subway. 

• SIf] ^KTV m%Ko Xianzai women zai KTV chang ge. Now we're singing songs 
at KTV. 

• ft zkiSCst JAL §1^0 Laoban zai huiyishi jian kehu. The boss is seeing the client in 
the meeting room. 



• {ft if-® Pi ii B&tJx. T l,n j? NT zai waimian chi guo wanfan le ma? Did you eat 
dinner outside? 

Notice that in English we usually put the location at the end of a sentence. This is different 
Chinese, as we put the location after the subject, but before the verb. 



